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WHO TO CONTACT WITH YOUR HIGH SCHOOL SAFETY CHALLENGE QUESTIONS: 
 

Maile Gray and Barb Bailey, with DRIVE SMART COLORADO, will be available to 

answer questions about the Challenge. Contact Maile and Barb at (719) 444-7534 

or e-mail grayma@ci.colospgs.co.us. Maile Gray and/or Barb Bailey will be 

available Monday - Thursday. They will return your call as soon as they are able. 

 

Also, most schools have a School Resource Officer (SRO) who can provide help 

(your school’s SRO is listed below). 
 

YOU will be contacting the program speakers directly, unless otherwise stated.  

Maile and Barb will NOT handle the scheduling of speakers/programs. Your 

faculty sponsor, or SRO, might be able to help if you have trouble scheduling a 

speaker/program. 

 

REALLY IMPORTANT!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IF YOU ARE TRYING TO SCHEDULE PRESENTATIONS/DISPLAYS YOUR SCHOOL 

RESOURCE OFFICER (SRO) AND/OR FACULTY ADVISOR MIGHT BE OF HELP. 

LISTED BELOW ARE THE SRO’S OR CONTACT FOR YOUR SCHOOL:  
If you have difficulty with any of this, please contact Maile Gray or Barb Bailey, (719) 444-7534.  

 
Air Academy High School: SRO Deputy Herman (EPSO) 
 
Aspen Valley High School: Maile Gray  
 
Bijou School: Maile Gray 
 
Calhan High School: SRO Deputy Meyer (EPSO) 
 
Cheyenne Mt. High School: SRO Officer Walsh (CSPD) 
 
Coronado High School: SRO Officer Romine (CSPD) 
 
Cripple Creek High School: Maile Gray 
 
Discovery Canyon: SRO Officer Taylor (CSPD) 
 
Doherty High School: SRO Officer Pratt (CSPD) 
 
Edison High School: SRO Deputy Meyer (EPSO) 
 

WHEN YOU CALL ONE OF THE SPEAKERS/CONTACTS, PLEASE LEAVE A 

VERY DETAILED MESSAGE THAT INCLUDES: 

YOUR NAME, YOUR SCHOOL, A PHONE NUMBER, WHEN YOU CALLED, WHEN YOU CAN 

BE REACHED (in some cases, it may be after hours when your call is returned, it would be 

helpful if voice mail was available), AND WHAT EXACT INFORMATION YOU NEED.  
If you can be reached more conveniently at home, please leave your home number. 

 

Please have only ONE person call the program speakers/contacts to eliminate confusion. 
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Ellicott High School: SRO Deputy Meyer (EPSO) 
 

Falcon High School: SRO Deputy Nordeman (EPSO) 
 

Fountain-Ft. Carson High School: SRO Officer Kull (FPD) 
 

Hanover High School: SRO Deputy Meyer (EPSO)  
 

Harrison High School: SRO Officer Grimmett (CSPD) 
 

James Irwin Charter High School: Maile Gray 
 

Lewis Palmer High School: SRO Deputy Coates (EPSO) 
 

Liberty High School: SRO Officer Leffler (CSPD) 
 

Manitou Springs High School: SRO Sgt. Gillis (MSPD) 
 

Mesa Ridge High School: SRO Deputy Gingrich (EPSO)  
 

Miami Yoder High School: SRO Deputy Meyer (EPSO) 
 

Mitchell High School: SRO Officer Price (CSPD) 
 

Palmer High School: SRO Officer Corrado (CSPD) 
 

Palmer Ridge High School: SRO Deputy Coates (EPSO) 
 

Patriot Learning Center: Maile Gray 
 

Peyton High School: SRO Deputy Nordeman (ESPO) 
 

Pine Creek High School: SRO Officer Falette (CSPD) 
 

Rampart High School: SRO Officer V. Thomson (CSPD) 
 

Sand Creek High School: SRO Officer Reeser (CSPD) 
 

Sierra High School: SRO Officer Singels (CSPD) 
 

St. Mary’s High School: Maile Gray 
 

Tesla Education Opportunity Center: Maile Gray 
 

The Vanguard School: SRO Officer Walsh (CSPD) 
 

Vista Ridge High School: SRO Officer Langlais (CSPD) 
 

Wasson High School: SRO Officer M.J. Thomson (CSPD) 
 

Widefield High School: SRO Deputy Stephens (EPSO) 
 

Woodland Park High School: Officer Koski (WPPD) 
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  Programs and speakers can be scheduled from here on. 
 

   

 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

           OCT 6 

         OCT 13 

         OCT 20 

         OCT 7 

      OCT 14 

           OCT 8           OCT 9        OCT 10 

         OCT 15          OCT 16          OCT 17 

       OCT 21          OCT 22           OCT 23            OCT 24 

       OCT 28           OCT 29           OCT 30      OCT 31 

2014 DRIVE SMART HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY CHALLENGE 

EVENT CALENDAR 

           NOV 3         NOV 4            NOV 5            NOV 6             NOV 7 

 

  

 

1
st

 UNANNOUNCED 

CELL PHONE and 

SAFETY BELT CHECK 

THIS WEEK 

1
st

 UNANNOUNCED 

CELL PHONE and 

SAFETY BELT 

CHECK DEADLINE 

  OCT 27 

H.S. CHALLENGE 

TRAFFIC SAFETY 

EDUCATIONAL 

CAMPAIGN BEGINS 

7:00 A.M  
DRIVE SMART 

High School 

Traffic Safety 

Challenge Kick-Off  

Breakfast Meeting 

Double Tree 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
         NOV 10 

         NOV 17 

       NOV 11 

       NOV 18 

         NOV 12       NOV 13           NOV 14 

         NOV 19       NOV 20           NOV 21 

  
 

        NOV 24        NOV 25          NOV 26       NOV 27             NOV 28 

AWARDS CEREMONY WILL BE HELD IN JANUARY 2015. 

LOCATION, DATE AND TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED…more information later! 

ENTRY DEADLINE 

All notebooks, posters, 

photos, etc. turned into 

DRIVE SMART no later 

than 5 pm today! 

955 W. Moreno Ave. 

Front Desk 

2014 DRIVE SMART HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY CHALLENGE 
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           CELL PHONE and 

      SAFETY BELT CHECK 

             THIS WEEK 

2
nd
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CELL PHONE and 

SAFETY BELT CHECK 

DEADLINE 



HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY CHALLENGE 
 

Three Unannounced Observational Survey Dates and Scheduled Program Activities 

 

FOR YOUR USE TO HELP YOU ORGANIZE 
 
Get started NOW! Schedule your activities/programs and speakers as soon as possible.  

 
Please keep the following dates in mind when scheduling your traffic safety educational 
activities, events, speakers and the unannounced observational surveys: 
 

Dates of the awareness campaign:  October 27, 2014 to December 5, 2014. 
 

1. First unannounced observational survey of student cell phone and safety belt 
usage (this must occur prior to the beginning of the awareness campaign),   

date: _____________ (must be completed between: October 20 - October 24). 
 

2. Second unannounced observational survey, date: _______________________ 

(must be completed between: November 10 - November 14). 
 

3. Third unannounced observational survey, date: _________________________ 

(must be completed between: December 1 - December 5). 
 

4. Program Activities:  
(Pencil in specific activities, events, speakers, etc. as you schedule them and  
include the date they will take place. This will help you to keep track of what has 
been planned for your school). 

 

 Scheduled Program Activities             Dates 
  
 A. ____________________   _______________ 
 
 B. ____________________   _______________ 
 
 C. ____________________   _______________ 
 
 D. ____________________   _______________ 
 
 E. ____________________   _______________ 
 
 F. ____________________   _______________ 
 
 G. ____________________   _______________ 
 
 H. ____________________   _______________ 
 
 

 

 



DRIVE SMART COLORADO  

HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY CHALLENGE 
 

CELL PHONE AND SAFETY BELT OBSERVATION GUIDELINES: 
 
In order to record your school's participation level throughout the Challenge, three 

UNANNOUNCED observations/surveys of the driver’s cell phone and safety belt usage 
need to be scheduled.   

 These checks should be unannounced (the student body should NOT be told in 
advance about these three cell phone and safety belt checks).   

 For safety reasons, cars should not be stopped.   

 Observers should ONLY check the DRIVER. 
 

 

IMPORTANT: PLEASE SCAN AND E-MAIL THE RESULTS TO MAILE 
The observation results should be scanned and e-mailed to Maile Gray (see below) the 
same day (or next day) following your unannounced cell phone and safety belt checks. 
  

Maile Gray’s e-mail address: grayma@ci.colospgs.co.us 
   
 
 

OBSERVATION DATES: The first unannounced cell phone and safety belt check, to 
gather baseline data, should be made prior to the date the 
Challenge competition begins. This cell phone and safety 

belt check should occur during the week of Oct. 20 - 24. 
 

 A second check should take place the week of Nov. 10 - 14. 
 

 A third, and final, check should take place the week of  

Dec. 1 - 5. 
 

EXTRA CHECK: Sometime during the middle of the Challenge, if 
possible, please conduct one unannounced lunch time 
cell phone and safety belt check and turn this in, clearly 
marked as “LUNCH TIME CHECK”. 

 

MATERIALS NEEDED: A committee of volunteers to observe and record the driver’s 
cell phone and safety belt usage. They should work in teams 
of two, so one can observe and one can record. 

 
 Clipboards and pencils 
 
  Observation forms (provided in this kit on page 8) 
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PROCEDURE: Volunteers record the driver’s cell phone and safety belt use, 
or nonuse, on the Observation Form (provided in this kit on 
page 8). 

 

 Be Consistent! To help assure consistency, observations 
should be done at the same time(s) of the day (i.e., as 
students arrive or depart) and they should take place at the 
same location(s). 

 
Observers should position themselves just inside the 
entrance(s) to the parking area(s). Select locations that 

provide a clear view of the front seat and PLEASE stand in 

a safe place. 
 
Observers will record driver cell phone use and driver seat 
belt use.  
 
If possible, observe at least 100 drivers during each 
observation period. 
 

Calculate the percentage of drivers observed using their cell 
phone and wearing their safety belts and announce that 
figure to the student body as soon as possible. Announce 
the usage rates after each of the three observations to 
maintain student interest. 
 
Please scan and e-mail the Observation Forms the same 
day as the observations take place (or next day) to:  

Maile Gray at grayma@ci.colospgs.co.us  
 

INCENTIVE IDEAS: Key chains, stickers, Lifesavers candy, Smarties, soft drink 
and food coupons, "Saf-T-Pops" for those not using cell 
phones and who are buckled-up and coupons to enter 
drawings for bigger prizes (car washes, movie passes, etc.) 

 
 Mock traffic citations and “Dum-Dum” suckers can be 

handed out to those using cell phones and not wearing 
safety belts. 
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DRIVE SMART COLORADO  
CELL PHONE AND SEAT BELT 

OBSERVATIONAL SURVEY FORM 
 

 

 

PLEASE SCAN and E-MAILTHE COMPLETED OBSERVATION FORMS TO: 
 

MAILE GRAY at grayma@ci.colospgs.co.us 
 
   

     
 

OBSERVER'S NAME:  __________________________________________________ 
 

DAY:  MON____TUE____WED____THUR____FRI____DATE: __________________ 
 

NAME OF SCHOOL: ___________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________ 
 

START TIME:  _______________(a.m./p.m.)   END TIME: ______________(a.m./p.m.) 

 

PLEASE CHECK DRIVER ONLY! 

 

CODING:  WEARING SEAT BELT:  Record a Y          NOT WEARING SEAT BELT: Record an N   

                   USING CELL PHONE: Record a Y          NOT USING CELL PHONE: Record an N 
          
 Belt Phone  Belt Phone  Belt Phone  Belt Phone  Belt Phone 
1.   21.   41.   61.   81.   

2.   22.   42.   62.   82.   

3.   23.   43.   63.   83.   

4.   24.   44.   64.   84.   

5.   25.   45.   65.   85.   

6.   26.   46.   66.   86.   

7.   27.   47.   67.   87.   

8.   28.   48.   68.   88.   

9.   29.   49.   69.   89.   

10.   30.   50.   70.   90.   

11.   31.   51.   71.   91.   

12.   32.   52.   72.   92.   

13.   33.   53.   73.   93.   

14.   34.   54.   74.   94.   

15.   35.   55.   75.   95.   

16.   36.   56.   76.   96.   

17.   37.   57.   77.   97.   

18.   38.   58.   78.   98.   

19.   39.   59.   79.   99.   

20.   40.   60.   80.   100.   
 

(PLEASE MAKE AS MANY COPIES OF THIS FORM AS NEEDED) 
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DRIVE SMART COLORADO  

HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY CHALLENGE  

PROGRAM CONCEPTS 
 

DATES FOR THE CHALLENGE: October 27 - December 5, 2014 
 
DRIVE SMART suggests the program message include all traffic safety issues with an 

emphasis on distracted driving (cell phones, texting, music, passengers, eating, etc.).  
In addition to distracted driving and safety belt use, your school’s campaign could 
promote driving alcohol and drug free, the cost of a crash, driving courteously, safe 
winter driving and crash avoidance. The promotion can include general traffic safety 
information specifically targeted to the high school audience. 
 
DRIVE SMART gives you flexibility in creating your school campaign. However, we do 
require that you do a minimum of one presentation and/or display during your six week 
campaign, IN ADDDITION TO the three mandatory unannounced cell phone and safety 
belt observations. You can choose from one of our many presentations or create your 
own. This can be one large assembly or in a smaller classroom setting and it might 
even work on a closed circuit TV with a taped talking point segment. Please try to get 
as many students as possible to partake in the presentation and/or display. 
 
This presentation requirement is in addition to the three mandatory cell phone and 
safety belt observations that you must conduct. We suggest that you combine your 
presentation and/or display with other activities in order to have greater impact on your 
peers. The more creative and all-encompassing the campaign, the more effective and 
impactful your campaign will be. 
 
These presentations will be scheduled around your individual school's needs. Some 
schools prefer to set up smaller assemblies or work with the Health classes. Other 
schools set up one or two large assemblies. These larger assemblies seem to handle 
the greatest number of students, with the least disruptions and scheduling problems.  
On the downside, larger assemblies can make it difficult to capture (or keep) the 
attention of students.  
 

HELPFUL TIP: If you do choose a large assembly, it’s important to have a video 

projector, a very good sound system and large screen to make the presentation 

the most visible. Do not attempt to show any videos on a small TV to a large 

audience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MANDATORY COMPONENTS OF THE CHALLENGE 

 
REMEMBER, TO BE CONSIDERED A FULL PARTICIPANT IN THE CHALLENGE, 

EACH SCHOOL MUST: 
  

 COMPLETE THREE UNANNOUNCED CELL PHONE AND SAFETY 
BELT CHECKS (detailed below) 

 CHOOSE A PRESENTATION, OR DISPLAY, FROM THE LIST 
PROVIDED IN THIS MANUAL OR CREATE YOUR OWN 
PRESENTATION 

 TURN YOUR FINAL NOTEBOOK IN ON TIME!  DECEMBER 5th, 5 P.M.  
NOTEBOOKS MUST BE TURNED IN TO MAILE GRAY OR BARB 

BAILEY AT THE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S GOLD HILL DIVISION 

FRONT DESK, 955 W. MORENO AVENUE, COLORADO SPRINGS. 

 

Presentations and displays can be chosen from the list on the following 6 pages 

or create one yourself! 

 

Unannounced Cell Phone and Safety Belt Checks: The Traffic Safety Challenge is 
designed to increase awareness concerning the dangers of distracted driving and the 
importance of using safety belts, as well as promote general traffic safety practices. The 
Challenge involves three, unannounced cell phone and safety belt checks/observations.  

The first cell phone and safety belt check must be completed between October 20 -

October 24, before beginning your school’s awareness campaign. The second cell 

phone and safety belt check should occur between November 10 - November 14, and 

the final cell phone and safety belt check completed between December 1 - 

December 5. The results of these three unannounced checks will be an indicator of the 
effectiveness of the cell phone and safety belt awareness campaign. The Cell Phone 
and Safety Belt Check guidelines, as well as forms to fill out, are included in this 

Challenge Kit. Completed forms must be scanned and e-mailed to Maile Gray at 

grayma@ci.colospgs.co.us as soon as each check is completed.  

 

A notebook is not necessary, but most students feel it is helpful and a great way to 
organize and document the campaign with calendars, photos, essays, etc. If you do not 
turn in a notebook, you MUST still make sure that Maile Gray is aware that you have 
completed your mandatory presentation and have done all three, unannounced cell 
phone and safety belt checks.  

Notebooks/scrapbooks make it easier for the individuals who judge your campaign. 

 
Talk with your faculty sponsor or SRO to help you plan your program. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Based on past experience, it makes a greater impact on students  

to have several activities scheduled on ONE day  

as opposed to spreading them out over several days. 
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RESOURCES FOR THE 2014  

DRIVE SMART HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY CHALLENGE 
  

Buzzed Driving     Jo McGuire        719-290-0839 
                                   jo@jomcguire.org   

 

Trauma Talks Tough   Kirsten Taylor       kirsten.taylor@uchealth.org 
 

What’s a Rooster Tail?   Kenny Quintana (El Paso Co)  719-659-9438 

(Winter Driving Tips)                            kenneth.quintana@state.co.us  
                                   Jesse Martinez (Teller Co)          

                                                                                                                  jesse.martinez@state.co.us  
 

Combatting Distracted Driving  Sgt. Richard Hoffmann  

With the Colorado State Patrol                                      richard.hoffmann@state.co.us 
 

#GetThereSafe    Dennis Jordan, Allstate Agent  719-226-0057 
 

Distracted Driving Simulator  Tim Hough, State Farm Agent  719-593-7001 
                                        tim.hough.k2tk@statefarm.com  
 

Decisions     Sheyna Marshall        719-382-8555 

                                                                                                 sheyna76@gmail.com 
  

Distracted Driving & the Teen Driver Tom Antkow                  driveguy1@msn.com  
 

Alcohol and Drugs: The Dirty Truth Theresa Lawrence                  719-390-2045 
                            theresalawrence@elpasoco.com  

       

American Medical Response  Laura Saenz                           719-313-3760 
 Ambulance and/or Wheelchair           

 

KILO Radio     Ox             ox@kilo943.com   
          

MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) Ilana Kurtzig           303-425-5902 Ext. 6855 
                                          ilana.kurtzig@madd.org    

           

Do the Right Thing  (CSFD)  Candy Fontecchio                  719-385-7204  
      (within Colorado Springs only)  
 

SIDNE Car (UCCS)    Melanie Strescino               719-255-3139 
 

DRIVE SMART COLORADO   Maile Gray       719-444-7534 
 Parking Lot Templates (Hang Up - Buckle Up! or Buckle Up!)   

 General questions about cell phone and safety belt checks or the program            

 Grim Reaper or Guardian Angel Costume 

 Videos See List (Pages 10-20)  

 Vince and Larry Crash Dummies 

 Crashed Car 

 Portable Rollover Simulator 

 The “Convincer”    Robert “Scotty” Scott              719-231-4999 

(Demonstrates Seat Belt Use)      rls3947@aol.com  

Feeder School Mentorship  

 Elementary or Middle School  Maile Gray                           719-444-7534 
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YOU CAN ENHANCE YOUR CAMPAIGN! 
 

Presentations and Program Options to Consider 
 

Buzzed Driving - How SAFE is “Safe”? 
When media headlines claim that a recent study showed driving under the influence of 
cannabis is not as dangerous as alcohol, social media affirmations are quick to agree 
and soon the general public asserts that, “Driving stoned is safe.”  We don’t often take 
the time to read the facts, understand what they mean and what the study was really all 
about. More importantly, we often fail to learn how buzzed driving plays out in real life 
scenarios. Additionally, none of the headline-making blurbs include information specific 
to teens and how marijuana impacts them more acutely than adults. Somewhere lost in 
the shuffle of popular thought the truth is waiting to be discovered. Jo McGuire delivers 
an engaging presentation that involves students in a discussion of which myths and 
misunderstandings have erroneously become “facts” and how to follow the evidence for 
what really defines safe driving. With over 15 years of experience in addressing youth 
risk behaviors and prevention solutions, Jo also served on the Governor’s Task Force 
to regulate marijuana in Colorado and is a certified trainer for drug and alcohol testing. 
She co-chairs a national committee focused on marijuana education and has a passion 
for facilitating conversations that aid young people in making the best, most informed 
choices for health and safety. Contact: Jo McGuire at 719-290-0839 or 
jo@jomcguire.org  

 

Trauma Talks Tough:  A compelling presentation led by staff at Memorial Hospital’s 
Trauma Center, addressing the consequences of unsafe driving practices in teenagers. 
Appropriate for classroom presentations or assemblies. Nurses, physicians and 
paramedics present a video that highlights a local crash from 2013 and talk about what 
really happens from a medical point of view. The video includes heart-felt interviews 
with the victim's parent and first responders. Topics include risk taking behavior and 
prevention strategies.  
Contact: Kirsten Taylor, Memorial Hospital, kirsten.taylor@uchealth.org 

 

What’s a Rooster Tail? Winter Driving Tips! The Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) Maintenance Section will provide valuable safe winter driving 
tips along with insight into what CDOT does on our roadways during a snow storm. In 
addition to a PowerPoint presentation, CDOT will bring an actual snow plow that 
students will be able to sit in, and walk around, to help better understand how to safely 
share the road with these large vehicles. Between the PowerPoint presentation and the 
snow plow interaction, plan on 45 minutes to an hour. Schools in El Paso County 
should contact Kenny Quintana at 719-659-9438 or kenneth.quintana@state.co.us and 
schools in Teller County should contact Jesse Martinez at jesse.martinez@state.co.us  

 

Combatting Distracted Driving with the Colorado State Patrol: The Colorado State 
Patrol’s fundamental goal is to increase traffic safety through public education and strict 
enforcement. From January - August, 2014, the State Patrol has investigated 364 
distracted driving crashes (22% of total) which resulted in 3 fatalities and 63 injuries. 
Today’s teen have many distractions while driving. In support of the DRIVE SMART 
High School Traffic Safety Challenge, the State Patrol will be offering classroom training 
and discussions on distracted driving as well as demonstrations with a distracted driving 
simulator to show what can happen when your attention to driving is distracted for even 
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one second. The State Patrol needs 3 weeks advance notice to schedule the 

simulator. To schedule a class and/or the simulator, please contact: Sgt. Hoffmann 
Wednesday - Saturday at Richard.hoffmann@state.co.us   
 

#GetThereSafe: An Allstate insurance agent will work closely with teens and parents at 
your school to literally “flag the issue” of safe driving through a “#GetThereSafe” flag-
raising ceremony. The “#GetThereSafe” program is a campaign focusing on three of 
the leading causes of teen traffic fatalities: speeding, seatbelt non-use and teen 
passengers. Students and parents will be invited to sign the flag at a school event like a 
football or basketball game, pep rally, athletic night or parent orientation. The event 
culminates with the raising of the flag in a high traffic area to serve as a continuous 
reminder of the need for safe driving. Support materials from The Allstate Foundation 
include: Parent Coaching Guides, a Parent-Teen Driving Agreement customized for our 
state and a limited number of cell phone pockets with safe driving messages.  
Contact: Dennis Jordan, local Allstate agent at 719-226-0057. 
 

Distracted Driving Simulator: State Farm Insurance has provided this hands-on 
simulator, which allows students to experience first-hand the dangers and 
consequences of distracted and impaired driving. This portable driving simulator can be 
used in a classroom setting to let students safely experience distracted and impaired 
driving. A projector is used so all students can view the driver’s roadway experience. 
Also, hear from a State Farm agent about the financial consequences if you choose to 
drive distracted or impaired. Contact: Tim Hough, local State Farm agent at  
719-593-7001 or tim.hough.k2tk@statefarm.com  
 

Decisions: On Memorial Day, my husband, our two sons, daughter and I were involved 
in an accident. The accident was caused by three teens racing. My daughter’s legs and 
nose were broken, I was in the hospital for a week with a head injury and my son, 
Justin, suffered a severe traumatic brain injury that still affects his life today. The 
biggest loss was the death of my son Christian. I may cry a little less but not a second, 
not a minute, not an hour passes that my heart isn’t heavy over my loss. I decided that 
instead of sitting and focusing on my losses I would try to make a difference in people’s 
lives. We make decisions every single day and most of those decisions have no lasting 
consequences. But sometimes the decisions we do make, that we may not see as 
important, can be the most defining of our lives. Whether it is speed racing, texting, 
talking on the phone or just having a good time with your friends in the car, all of these 
things are distractions to a driver. Most of us think it can never happen to us but my 
family and I are a living example that it can.  
Contact: Sheyna Marshall, 719-382-8555 or sheyna76@gmail.com    
 

Alcohol and Drugs: The Dirty Truth: Teri Lawrence, with the El Paso County 
Community Detox Facility, will present a compelling and informative presentation on 
what drugs are in our community and the availability of drugs to our children. The 
student will understand and be able to identify the characteristics and circumstances 
considered as an indication of drug influence. The student will also be able to 
distinguish between the characteristics as they relate to the various drug categories. 
Video presentation will include the direct effects of drugs and alcohol on individuals. 
This presentation is not “sugar coated” and will give the students a vivid impression of 
the negativity of alcohol and drug use. Testimonials are included to help students 
understand how drugs and alcohol will damage their lives not only physically and 
emotionally, but in every aspect of their lives to include loss of family, friends and any 

mailto:Richard.hoffmann@state.co.us
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professional aspirations. Students will also understand the consequences of taking 
drugs and/or alcohol and the physical ramifications of driving under the influence of 
drugs/alcohol. Contact: Theresa Lawrence, El Paso County Sheriff’s Office,  
719-390-2045 or theresalawrence@elpasoco.com  

 

Distracted Driving and the Teen Driver:  A lively and important presentation on the 
root causes of driving while distracted and the myths surrounding multi-tasking. 
Presented by Thomas M. Antkow C.D.E a professional driver safety expert, Certified 
clinical driving evaluator, radio talk show host and founder and President of Driver 
Safety Consultants Inc. in Colorado Springs. Mr. Antkow has been involved in driver 
safety and education since 1973 and opened his school in Colorado Springs and 
Woodland Park after suffering through the loss of his only daughter Melissa and her 
unborn child at the hands of an inexperienced 16 year old driver in 1999.  
Contact: Thomas Antkow at Driver Safety Consultants, Inc. at driveguy1@msn.com  

 

94.3 KILO Radio Station: KILO has been a partner with DRIVE SMART for over 20 
years! KILO will bring out the ‘Black Dawg’ Chevy Tahoe to your school during the lunch 
hour and rock out!  Use KILO to draw pledge cards for prizes - so, plan a pledge card 
signing before the event. This should be held in conjunction with another display such 
as the Convincer or additional DRIVE SMART activity. Additionally, KILO will broadcast 
Public Service Announcements (PSAs) throughout the campaign as a reminder to 
buckle-up! To check availability and set up an appearance, contact Ox via email at 
ox@kilo943.com   

 

Do The Right Thing: The Colorado Springs Fire Department will come to your school, 
stage a mock crash, and talk about the consequences of distracted driving and drinking 
and driving. Students will be used as “victims” in the crash, and they will be extricated 
from the car and treated for their “injuries”. THIS PROGRAM IS ONLY AVAILABLE TO 
SCHOOLS WITHIN COLORADO SPRINGS CITY LIMITS (due to jurisdictional 
constraints). Contact: Candy Fontecchio at 385-7204. NOTE: If you are outside of the 
Colorado Springs city limits, please contact DRIVE SMART staff (719-444-7534) to 
brainstorm some possible ideas. 

 

SIDNE (Simulated Impaired Driving Experience): The University of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs (UCCS) Police Department is pleased to make available a unique 
interactive alcohol and drug awareness program entitled SIDNE (Simulated Impaired 
Driving Experience). Participants drive a go-cart through a cone course to experience 
the difference between when their reflexes and judgment are impaired and when they 
are not impaired. This program is the first of its kind in Colorado and can be presented 
to any size group. Fatal Vision goggles, and alcohol 101 + tools are also made available 
to help participants experience what it is like to be intoxicated. There are many 
opportunities for volunteers to assist with the program. SIDNE is popular and is 
scheduled first come first served, and as schedules allow. Contact: Melanie Strescino at 

719-255-3139 at least a MONTH ahead of time.  
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Wheel Chair "Injured" Students: High Schools can make arrangements to have well 
known students in wheel chairs for a day. This would illustrate that traffic crashes not 
only kill, but also can permanently injure someone, changing his/her life forever. You 
may call American Medical Response (AMR) to borrow a wheelchair but please be 
aware that they do not have many, so allow plenty of time to reserve one.   
Contact: Laura Saenz at 719-313-3760 or Lsaenz@amr-ems.com   
 

First Responders: American Medical Response (AMR) will provide an interactive 
display that will include EMS/EMT ambulance staff able to discuss automobile crashes 
by telling their own real life adventure stories. AMR will also provide on-site tours at the 
Colorado Springs Operations Center to demonstrate how Emergency Medical Services 
are operated; from transporting patients to dispatching 911 calls. The tours are 
designed for groups of up to 20 people and last for approximately one-hour.   
Contact: Laura Saenz at 719-313-3760 or Lsaenz@amr-ems.com  

 

MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) Colorado:  
MADD has a variety of programs in which youth and parents can get involved. 
Programs include educational training, opportunities to participate in community 
awareness/outreach teams and volunteer.  
Please contact Ilana Kurtzig at ilana.kurtzig@madd.org or visit 
http://www.madd.org/local-offices/co/power-of-youth.html  

Opportunities:   

 Victim speakers come to your school to talk about their experiences with 
impaired driving. Speakers can come to your class or speak at an assembly. 

 MADD staff will give presentations to your class about general alcohol education; 
why it’s important to wait until age 21; standing up for yourself and making 
healthy choices. Students receive a discussion handbook, Power of You(th) 
bracelets and other MADD materials.  

 Youth Advisory Council: Youth work with MADD to develop local community 
programs and participate in activities to reduce social and retail availability of 
alcohol to youth.   

 Opportunities for youth to plan and participate in MADD’s annual Law 
Enforcement Recognition event, including presenting awards to law enforcement 
from across the state. This event will be held in June 2015. 

 Power of Parents: This program was created to provide parents of teenagers 
with a handbook as a guide to communicate with their kids about alcohol. 
Research shows that 74% of kids say their parents are the leading influence on 
their decisions about drinking alcohol. The handbook will be given to parents at 
no charge at 25-minute workshops facilitated by trained MADD staff and 
volunteer facilitators.  

Contact: Ilana Kurtzig at ilana.kurtzig@madd.org or 303-425-5902      

 

Grim Reaper Costume: DRIVE SMART has Grim Reaper costumes that a student can 
wear. The student will go around school and "kill" a student every 12 minutes, 
graphically indicating the number of people killed on our highways daily by drunk 
drivers. The "dead" students cannot communicate with other students for the remainder 
of the day. Some schools have said that this can be confusing, so be sure you let your 
school know it is coming and what the Grim Reaper signifies prior to your event. A short 
video is available to show samples of how you can do this program.  
Contact:  Maile Gray at 719-444-7534 
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Guardian Angel Costume: A positive spin on the Grim Reaper. The Guardian Angel 
walks the halls and taps a student who has shown good driving skills (does not text and 
drive; does not drive with too many passengers in the car; does not adjust radio or Ipod 
while driving; does not eat while driving; obeys the speed limit; does not tailgate; etc.) 
and avoids catastrophe. Contact: Maile Gray at 719-444-7534 
 

Vince and Larry Crash Dummies (Costumes): "You can learn a lot from a dummy." 
Vince & Larry are two NHTSA crash dummies who came alive to tell people about what 
happens when you don't wear safety belts. Vince and Larry are seen on TV and heard 
on radio, and are easily recognized by audiences. These two crazy dummies add levity 
to a very serious situation. DRIVE SMART provides the costumes and audiotapes. The 
school needs to provide two volunteers to dress up in the costumes.  
Contact: Maile Gray at 719-444-7534  
 

Hula Hoop and Texting: Have students try to hula hoop while texting the sentence 
“The Text Can Wait” over and over and see how well they do. This is a great exercise in 
multi-tasking and simulates being distracted!  Hula Hoops will be loaned to you for the 
activity (the student will use their own cell phone). Contact: Maile Gray at 719-444-7534 
 

DUI Wheelchair and/or Fatal Vision Goggles: Think you can drive while under the 
influence? You can put on a fun and easy obstacle course using a wheelchair or a 
tricycle, some stuffed animals or traffic cones and use the “Fatal Vision” goggles.  
Contact: Maile Gray to borrow the goggles (you will need to get the other materials)  
719-444-7534 
 

Promotion Materials: DRIVE SMART can provide schools with a variety of items to 
assist in the educational efforts.  Newsletter articles, announcements to be read over 
the P.A. system, videos, and bulletin board flyers are included in this Challenge Kit.  
Contact: Maile Gray at 719-444-7534   
 

Templates:  Paint a parking lot message/reminder stating HANG UP - BUCKLE UP! or 

BUCKLE UP! Contact: Maile Gray at 719-444-7534 
 

Pledge Card Drawings: Enclosed in your packet of materials is a sheet of pledge 
cards. Duplicate these cards and contact local restaurants, movie theaters, etc. for give-
away items that can be used in drawings after students have pledged to not use their 
cell phone while driving and to wear their safety belt at all times (front and back seat). 
 

Feeder School Mentorship: Reach out to your feeder elementary or middle schools 
with safety related programs such as a coloring contest, bike safety program or safe 
pedestrian class. For more information, contact: Maile Gray at 719-444-7534  

Elementary School Programs:  Be creative on how to best reach your elementary 
schools with a traffic safety message. This could include: motor vehicle safety (buckling 
up in car seats, booster seats or seat belts), safety coloring contests, class visits by 
Vince and Larry, BuckleBear the costume  

and/or the Puppet Show (a brief training by Maile Gray on how to use the puppet 
is needed), bike safety and pedestrian safety messages (how to use crosswalks, 

etc.). NEW: Portable Rollover Simulator: This portable device, weighs 
approximately 50 pounds, and is a great tool to demonstrate the importance of 
seat belts. The simulator can be used to teach elementary age students about 
the importance of seat belts. It comes with a “talking points” script to help give 



the demonstration. (You will need a pick-up truck to transport the simulator). 
Contact: Maile Gray at 719-444-7534 

 Elementary School Program: Safety In and Around the Car: This small 
transportable “car” can be assembled to show elementary students the dangers 
in and around a motor vehicle. You can demonstrate how “blind spots” make it 
impossible for drivers to see children when they are directly behind a car, van or 
pickup truck. Discuss the importance of buckling up on every ride. The dangers 
of playing in and around cars can be highlighted.  
Contact: Laura Kent at 719-365-5834 

 Elementary School Program by Impact Teen Driver: 
http://impactteendrivers.org/resources/lesson-plans/non-driving-age-curriculum  

 Middle School Program: COURAGE TO LIVE is a program that lets YOU be 
the leader as a teen mentor to middle school students. Presentation includes a 
video about Jennifer, a young college student who made a very bad choice to 
drink before driving and caused the death of a man on Hwy. 36 near Boulder. It 
also includes some interactive activities for you to conduct to simulate what it 
feels like to be intoxicated (using drunk goggles, thick gloves and more) as well 
as an activity on positive peer influence. This gives you the opportunity to 
influence the middle school student into making positive choices as they get 
ready to enter high school. A brief training by Maile Gray should be all you need 
before going to the middle school. 

 Middle School Program by Impact Teen Driver: 
http://impactteendrivers.org/resources/lesson-plans/middle-school-curriculum  

 Middle School Pedestrian Safety Program: A great way to remind middle 
school students how to be and why they should be “smart” around vehicles!  It 
may sound like we are telling them things they should be aware of but reminders 
on how to ride a bike and walk safely are always good. Video available. 

 

The Crashed Car Display: Audra, an active student in her rural high school, involved in 
sports, student government and taking classes from a nearby college was headed back 
to high school from the college on a recently graded dirt road (she was not speeding). 
She became distracted by a rattling sound in the back seat area of her car and turned 
quickly to check out the noise. In that brief moment her car began to veer and slide off 
the left side of the road heading straight for a ditch. In order to center her car on the 
road, she overcorrected to the right, and then again to the left….spinning into the ditch.  
Her car flipped end-over-end once and then rolled twice. Her airbags deployed and her 
car landed on its wheels. Even though Audra was quite shaken, she was able to 
unbuckle her seatbelt, open the door and get out with only a scratch on her arm. She is 
the first to admit that her seat belt saved her life. Contact: Maile Gray at 719-444-7534  

 

The "Convincer": A demonstration sled that simulates the impact of a 7-mph crash. A 
ride "convinces" individuals of the importance of buckling up. To schedule the 
Convincer, contact: Scotty at 719-231-4999 
 

Parent Night: Plan an interactive event for parents and staff at an open house, or other 
event where many adults are present. Invite some of the speakers listed on the 
resource page (give them a minimum of two week’s notice). Some suggestions: have 
parents wear the Drunk Buster Goggles, ride the wheelchair course or ride the safety 
belt Convincer. 
 

http://impactteendrivers.org/resources/lesson-plans/non-driving-age-curriculum
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Memorial Night: Plan an evening with your school and/or your outside community to 
remember individuals who have been killed in car crashes. You can also make it a 
memory night to remember any loved ones who have passed. This is a great way to 
create a nice event without necessarily naming one specific person or event, as well as 
involve your greater community. 

 

Peer Victim/Survivor Panel: You may have some students, staff, and/or parents at 
your school who have been involved in a bad crash and are willing to talk about it to 
your school. This makes for an incredibly powerful presentation and would work well in 
combination with another presentation to make a larger impact. It will take a bit of work 
on your part, but is well worth it for the impact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Available Videos and Web Media 
Please contact the DRIVE SMART Office to borrow videos: 719-444-7534 

 

1. Texting PSAs (New This Year): Two short PSA videos on the dangers of 
texting while driving. DVD 
 

2. Allstate Insurance’s “The Lines”: In Allstate’s original teen web series, watch 
Ashley and her friends as they navigate the everyday challenge of high school 
friendship, romance and academic success. The compelling characters and 
stories make learning about smart driving decisions fun and easy. The web 
series includes 8 episodes that each last about 7 minutes. 
http://www.allstate.com/teen/the-lines-web-series.aspx#   
 

3. Texting While Driving Test: Very short 2 minute video made in France. DVD 
 

4. The Last Text: (10:43 minutes) An excellent documentary, produced by AT&T, 
reveals the extensive impact texting while driving can have on lives, 
communities, families, and friends. One of the stories features Colorado’s Patrick 
Sims who was one of the first teens to be charged after he killed a cyclist near 
his high school.  DVD 
 

5. 10-85 ECHO: (15 minutes) A true story of Reggie Shaw who was texting while 
driving one night in 2006 and took caused a crash that killed two men. Find out 
how his actions led to a tragic story of loss that changed countless lives forever. 
This powerful story was produced by Zero Fatalities. This video can be 
presented by your SRO or be shown alone in a class with discussion.  DVD  
 

6. Life vs. Loss: (2009) A true story of two teens with two very different endings to 
their lives based upon the simple decision to wear a seat belt or not. Lolita was 
enjoying an evening with friends one minute and shattering the lives of her 
friends and family the next. Taylor was doing everything right while driving down 
the interstate when an unexpected event occurred that could have easily ended 
her life. DVD 

 

7. Brandon and Tawnya: (2008) A true story of Brandon Cash and his tragic story 
of the night that changed his life forever. He and his girlfriend, Tawnya, were 
ending an evening of fun with friends, when he lost control of his car while 
speeding, rolling several times before coming to a rest on its wheels. Tawyna 
had not been wearing her safety belt and was ejected, killing her. Brandon 
unbuckled himself and ran to help her, to no avail.  DVD  
 

8. Ricochet: A True Story: (2007) (10 minutes)  As told primarily by his dad, this is 
the story of Jimmy Osborne who survived a devastating crash while driving on a 
rural road in Kansas one cold night.  Not wearing his safety belt properly, the 
crash nearly killed Jimmy.  He survived but is struggling to regain strength and 
independence while dealing with traumatic brain injury.  DVD 
 
 
 
 

http://www.allstate.com/teen/the-lines-web-series.aspx


9. No 2
nd

 Chances: (2006) (12 minutes) The story of Jennifer and Patrick who in 
two separate situations, made bad decisions that took the life of a stranger. 
Jennifer had been to a party the night before, and thought she was making the 
right decision as she spent the night at the house – but was still drunk as she 
headed to work the next morning, and Patrick was text messaging a friend and 
didn’t see the bicyclist on the road prior to running him over.  DVD 
 

10. No 2
nd

 Chances: Jennifer’s Story: (2006) The shorter version of the video of 
the same name (approx. 7 minutes) features only the story of Jennifer. This 
video can be used as a stand alone video, but it is also the feature of the middle 
school program Courage to Live.  DVD  

 

11. Nine Months Six Lives: (2005) (15 minutes) This hard-hitting video, highlights 
the friends and families of six local teens that died in car crashes between 
October 2004 - June 2005. Each of these students died needlessly and each 
death was preventable.  DVD. 
 

12. Street Racing, Don’t Be a Loser: (2004) (12 minutes) This locally produced 
video highlights the dangers and consequences of illegal street racing. Interviews 
with the family of Brandon who was killed on Hwy 94 while racing, as well as 
Travis who lived through a crash driving his grandfather’s ’55 Chevy.  DVD 

 

13. Understanding Car Crashes, It’s Basic Physics: (22 minutes) What happens 
To vehicles and their occupants in crashes is determined by science. Using a 
series of vehicle maneuvers on a test track plus filmed results of vehicle crash 
tests, it is explained (in anything but a lecture style) the concepts of inertia, the 
relationship between crash forces and inertia, momentum and impulse, and a lot 
more. This video was used in the 2002 High School Challenge.  VHS 

 

14. ThinkFirst for Kids: High school students can use this video to discuss traffic 
safety with elementary aged students. DVD 

 

15. Truth or Consequences:  (2010) Teens honestly answer a short series of 
questions regarding their attitudes on various situations they may encounter 
when it comes to driving. DVD 

 
   

       



EXAMPLES OF PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES OF WINNING SCHOOLS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sample I 
 
3 unannounced safety belt checks 
Presentation 
Vince and Larry 
KILO  
The Convincer 
The Grim Reaper 
Wheelchair 
Trauma nurses 
Pledge cards 
Stencils 
Poster Contest 
TV PSA 
Creative writing  
Daily announcements 
School newspaper article 
In school promotion 
Give a ways 
Show Videos 
Teacher information 
MasterDrive 
Mock crash 
Coloring contest to all feeder Elementary and Middle Schools 
Parking lot stencil at Elementary and Middle Schools 
Community belt check 
Blood drive and yellow ribbon Memorial Day in tribute to a student who died  
Student DUI panel 
Bike fair in May 
Mock Citations 
Radar detector 
MORE… 
 
Enrollment: 449 
 
Baseline: 67.5% 
2

nd
 check 83% 

3
rd

 check 95.6% 
Increase +28.1% 
 
 



EXAMPLES OF PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES OF WINNING SCHOOLS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLES OF PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES OF WINNING SCHOOLS 

CONTINUED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLES OF PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES OF  

 

 

Sample 2 
 
3 unannounced safety belt checks 
Presentation 
Vince and Larry 
KILO  
Stencils 
Daily announcements 
School newspaper article 
In school promotion 
Give a ways 
Article in Fountain Valley News 
 
Enrollment:  830 
 
Baseline: 69.7% 
2

nd
 check 83.1% 

3
rd

 check 72.3% 
Increase +2.6% 
 

 

 
 

Sample 3 
 
3 unannounced safety belt checks 
Presentation 
Mock crash 
Outreach to Elementary students 
Pledging cards 
MOCK DUI crash  
KILO remote 
Colorado State Highway posting signs 
Channel One Videos 
Radio PSA 
Give a ways 
 
Enrollment: 1,200 
 
Baseline: 84.3% 
2

nd
 check: 89.8% 

3
rd

 check: 90% 
Increase: +5.7% 
 



WINNING SCHOOL EXAMPLES 
continued  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample 4 
 
3 unannounced safety belt checks 
Presentation 
Vince and Larry 
KILO  
Trauma nurses 
Pledge cards 
Stencils 
Radio PSA (1 entry) 
Creative writing (4 entries) 
Daily announcements 
In school promotion 
Give a ways 
Teacher information 
Web site information about DRIVE SMART 
The Claw (AAHS monthly publication class) 
 
Enrollment: 1,400 
 
Baseline: 94% 
2

nd
 check 95.4% 

3
rd

 check 99% 
Increase +5% 
 
 
 



 

 

AWARDS 
Art Poster Contest 

Creative Writing Contest 
3 Video Contests and 

Sponsors 
1) Best Short Video:  

DRIVE SMART COLORADO 
2) Best PSA: McDivitt Law Firm 
3) Best Instagram Video: 

Allstate Foundation Social 

Media Video Contest 
and 

Celebrate My Drive 
Contest Rules: State Farm 

 

 

 

 

 



ALL PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS WILL BE RECOGNIZED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards Based on Student Population (799 and under and 800 and over) 
The award categories, listed below, will be divided into two separate groups based on student 

population (799 and under and 800 and over). As an example: one large school (with 800+ 
students) will take first or second place in Best Overall Traffic Safety Campaign and one smaller 

school (799 and under) will take first or second place in the same category. This will be the 

same for Most Improved Buckle Up Rate as well as Best Distracted Driving Theme.   

 

AWARDS: There will be three award categories, each having a 1st and 2nd place 

winner. Each school may win only ONE grand prize award.  
 

 The Award Categories  

 Best Overall Traffic Safety Campaign 

 Most Improved Buckle Up Rate 

 Best Overall Distracted Driving “Themed” Campaign 
 

  Grand Prize Cash Awards 

 $200 Walmart gift card will be given to the 1st place winner in each 
category (one large school and one small school will receive card). 

 $100 Walmart gift card will be given to the 2nd place winner in each 
category (one large school and one small school will receive card). 

 

Three “Special” Category Awards (only one prize given) 

 Best Video “SHORT CLIP”: $100.00 gift card   

 Best Video PSA (sponsored by McDivitt Law Firm): $500.00 check 

 Best Notebook Documenting Challenge Activities: $50.00 gift card 
 

Allstate Foundation Social Media Video Contest 

 See Contest Rule Page for Prize List                   

 

All FIRST PLACE schools will receive a “DRIVE SMART Champion” banner. 
 

Turn in all Challenge materials by the DEADLINE: 5 p.m. Friday, December 5, 2014 
 

Please mark your calendar to meet the December 5
th

 deadline.  All posters, videos, 
creative writing entries and notebooks need to be turned in at this time to be judged.  

All items must be turned in to the DRIVE SMART Office at 955 W. Moreno Avenue. 
 

IMPORTANT  
 

 

 

A customized banner will be presented to EVERY school that completes the TWO 

basic qualifying requirements: 1) the presentation/display and; 2) the three 
unannounced cell phone and safety belt checks. 
  
IMPORTANT, please remember to get all Challenge materials turned in to the 

DRIVE SMART office at 955 W. Moreno Avenue, Colorado Springs by the deadline:  

5 p.m. on December 5
th

 

NOTE:  There is no room for an extension. If your information is not turned in by  

5 p.m. on December 5, you will NOT be considered for an award. 



CONTESTS DESIGNED TO REACH OUT TO MORE STUDENTS 
 

Drivers 16-19 years old have a crash rate four times higher, per mile driven, than all 
other age groups combined. The goal is for creative students to use their talent to send 

powerful traffic safety messages to their peers. 
 

Contact your school’s English, Art and  

Journalism/Communications Departments to get their support and 

to help get more students involved. 
 
There will be contests in the following categories: 
 

1.   POSTER CONTEST:  No larger than 20" x 22". The poster must have the words 

DRIVE SMART and have a distracted driving theme in the drawing. 
 

2.  CREATIVE WRITING CONTEST:  Entries may include essays, poems, skits or 
plays, newspaper articles, etc. There is no length requirement. The entry must mention 

DRIVE SMART. 
 
One suggestion is to make a theme. Example: Write your own obituary based upon 
dying in a car crash or write a letter to the parent of a friend who just died in a crash 
expressing your sympathies.  
 

3. THREE VIDEO CONTESTS:  

 McDivitt Public Service Announcement Video 

 DRIVE SMART “Short Subject” Video 

 The Allstate Foundation Social Media Video Contest   

 

“Get the Cameras Rolling” 
Suggestions: 

1. Distracted driving (ideas: cell phones, texting, eating, makeup, etc.). 

2. Driving under the influence (ideas: Don’t Drive Impaired (drinking, illegal, recreational 
    or prescription drugs); DUI - it’s deadly and illegal, etc.). 

3. Using safety belts (ideas: Safety belts save lives; Buckle Up - somebody loves you, 
    Buckle Up - it’s a habit you can live with, etc.). 

4. Aggressive driving (ideas: tailgating, ignoring traffic signals, speeding, discourteous 
    driving, etc.). 
 

The Three Video Contests: 

1. McDivitt Video Contest: Videotape a 30-second television Public Service 
Announcement (PSA) geared to young drivers (SEE SPECIFIC DETAILS ON 
THE MCDIVITT VIDEO CONTEST PAGE 30).  

2. DRIVE SMART Video Contest: Let the creativity flow with a longer video to get 
YOUR message across by creating a “short” video with traffic safety as the 
message. Write, produce and edit the tape. 

3. Allstate Foundation Social Media Video Contest: Create an Instagram traffic 
safety video (SEE SPECIFIC DETAILS ON THE CONTEST PAGE 31). 

  

 



 

HELPFUL HINTS 

 Remind young people to drive responsibly to prevent motor vehicle injuries and 
death. 

 Be sure your PSA or short subject video is in good taste. 

 AND PLEASE, DON”T use “copyrighted” music in your video. 

 

AWARDS 

McDivitt Contest: The 1st place winner of the McDivitt PSA Contest will 
receive $500.00 check for their school and TV air time for the video and 
post winning DVD on DRIVE SMART COLORADO’s YouTube site. 

DRIVE SMART Contest: The 1st place winner in the DRIVE SMART 
“short subject” will receive $100.00 Walmart gift card for their school and 
post winning DVD on DRIVE SMART COLORADO’s YouTube site.   

Allstate Foundation Social Media Video Contest: Detailed under the 
Instagram Traffic Safety Contest on page 31. 

 
 

Break Into Showbiz 
 

 

HOW TO ENTER 
Submit your finished PSA or video along with your final DRIVE SMART High School 

Traffic Safety Challenge notebook on December 5
th

. Your video must be on DVD.  

Only ONE entry per DVD. TIP: Use good quality materials for best results. 
 

TO SUBMIT A PSA FOR THE MCDIVITT LAW FIRM CONTEST, YOU MUST 
FOLLOW THE SPECIFIC RULES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE. Please submit a copy 
of the McDivitt DVD to DRIVE SMART for our records as well.  
 

Make sure we know who you are!!! On the cover of the DVD, write: 
 
 Name(s) of Entrant(s): 
 Name of School: 
 Sponsoring Organization or Club (if any): 
 Title of Entry: 
 Category: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE 

One or more categories may be entered (the more entered the better) and each 

school can enter as many entries per category as desired. 



McDivitt Video Public Service Announcement Contest 

As a teen, you know what it takes to relate to your peers, and we want your ideas, perspective 

and thoughts about how to effectively promote safe driving to your age group. Your Mission: 

Create a video public service announcement (PSA) about driving safely. You pick the topic, 

write a script, and shoot the video. Whether your focus is on driving under the influence, 

seatbelt safety, or texting while driving, make your message loud and clear. 

 

Ideas for Your PSA 
 

Different Perspectives 
Interview a police officer, crash victim, or 
friend to get a personal take on your message. 
 
Discuss the Repercussions 
In addition to causing serious injuries and 
fatalities, poor driving decisions can result in a 
suspended driver’s license, juvenile detention, 
attorney fees and court costs, or probation. 
 
The Cold, Hard Facts 
Sometimes, putting things into perspective 
with compelling facts is the best way to make 
your point. For instance, drivers 15 to 20 years 
old are involved in more alcoholic-related 
crashes than any other age-group, according 
to MADD. 
 

Commonly Asked Questions 
 
How should the PSA be submitted for 
entry? 
PSAs must be submitted as a full-quality/full-
frame (720 x 480 pixels) NTSC, recorded on 
DVD. Entries should be 28-29 seconds in 
length and include a script. Entries can’t be 
submitted electronically. 
 
Can participants use other people’s 
material? 
Entries must include original material 
(including music, images, etc.). No 
trademarked, copyrighted, or branded 
materials, logos, or products may be used 
without written permission from the owner, 
business, or organization. This includes logos 
on t-shirts, branded products, etc. If entries 
contain copyrighted, branded, and/or 
trademarked materials without permission, the 
entry will be disqualified. 

 
 
Can I use real-life experiences? 
Yes, we encourage you to share true stories. 
Depending on the nature of the PSA, students 
may be asked to submit additional waivers that 
give permission to use photographs, names, 
and/or other pertinent material in the PSA. 
  
What are the prizes? 
The school of the winning entry will receive a 
$500 donation, and the PSA will be aired on 
local television. 
 
Can entries be disqualified? 
Entries will be disqualified if they contain 
vulgar or inappropriate content or include 
trademarked material. 
 
Can adults assist in production? 
Adults may appear in your video and/or help 
with production, but they are limited to verbal 
guidance only. 
 
For more information, rules, and ideas, visit 
www.McDivittLaw.com, or email Lisa McDivitt 
at lmcdivitt@mcdivittlaw.com.  
 
Sponsored by: 

 

 

 
 



 

 
The Allstate Foundation is Sponsoring a  

Social Media Video Contest on Instagram! 
Contest Dates: November 1-15, 2014 

 

PRIZES INCLUDE:  iPad    GoPro   VISA Gift Cards 
 
KICK START your Allstate Foundation Social Media Video Contest! DRIVE SMART 
COLORADO is contributing 10 $5.00 gift cards to your school (included in your 
incentive box) for you to help generate enthusiasm for this contest! One Example: Hold 
a trivia contest using traffic safety facts at lunch to promote the contest. YOU come up 
with a fun, interactive idea! We will also be providing handouts, posters and banners to 

help you promote the contest. Visit drivesmartcolorado.com/contest for more 
information. 
 

IMPORTANT CONTEST RULES 

Instagram videos must meet one of the following Challenge categories: XtheText OR 

#GetThereSafe  
 

Students must ensure their Instagram video posts include: 
Videos should meet one of the following Challenge categories: 

 #X the TXT: No text is worth risking your life, or the lives of your passengers, 
when you’re on the road. Highlight the dangers of texting while driving and 
encourage teens to take the pledge. 

 #GetThereSafe: Highlight one, two or three of the risky behaviors that cause 
teen crash fatalities: speeding, failure to wear a seatbelt and distractions caused 
by teen passengers in the car.  

 

Students must ensure their social media posts meet the following requirements: 

 Include tags for  

1) @Allstate Insurance on Facebook AND @AllstateFdn on Instagram  

AND 

 Include hashtags for  

1) #DriveSmartCO 

2) #XtheTXT OR #GetThereSafe 

3) #highschool (your high school) 

 Ensure posts are set to “public” 

 Example: @AllstateFdn AND @Allstate Insurance,  #XtheTXT OR 

#GetThereSafe AND #PalmerHS (your school) 
 

The top 20 videos with the most peer “likes” through Instagram will win a prize. The 
contest will be judged by DRIVE SMART COLORADO and Allstate Insurance Agent 
Dennis Jordan. Judging will be based on message delivery and overall creativity. Any 
video depicting dangerous acts, vulgar language or inappropriate behavior (determined 
by DRIVE SMART COLORADO) will be disqualified.  



 

 

 

 

Allstate Foundation Social Media Video Contest Rules Continued 
 
Winners will be contacted through Instagram by commenting on the winning posts. 
DRIVE SMART COLORADO will also post the winners on their website: 
www.drivesmartcolorado.com/contest   
For contest rules and how to register to claim your prize, go to: 
www.drivesmartcolorado.com/contest  Winners have 15 days to respond to receive 
their prize. If a winner does not come forward, the next entrant will be contacted to 
receive the prize. 
 

Remember, even though winners will be judged by their peers, DRIVE SMART 
COLORADO and Allstate Insurance representatives will review all entries.  

REMINDER: Entries will be disqualified if they contain vulgar, inappropriate or 
dangerous content. 
 

Winners/Awards: Top 20 contest entrants with the most “likes” will receive a prize! 
 

 1st Place: iPad donated by Allstate Insurance 

 2nd Place: GoPro 

 3rd Place: GoPro 

 4th - 10th Place: $50.00 Visa Gift Card 

 11th - 20th Place: $15.00 Visa Gift Card 
 

The individual school that submits the MOST Instagram videos will receive a 

winner’s banner for their school AND a Pizza Party (for the school)! There will be 
two of these awards, one for a small school (799 or less) and one for a large school 
(800 and more). 
  

   

http://www.drivesmartcolorado.com/contest
http://www.drivesmartcolorado.com/contest




MISCELLANEOUS FORMS 
AND 

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
I Commit Pledge Cards 

 

On-line Course for Parents (GDL) 
 

GDL On-line Course Post-card 
Reminder for Parents 

 

Braking/Stopping Distances 
 

Graph on Teen Fatalities 
 

Distracted Driving Fact Sheets 
 

Sample Articles/Letters 
 

Morning Announcements 
 

Teen Driving Info Graphics 
 

Parent/Teen Driving Agreement 
 

Mock Citations 
 

PLEASE USE ANY OF THIS INFORMATION TO CREATE 
SHORT SKITS, TO USE FOR PA ANNOUNCEMENTS, OR AS 

HANDOUTS TO GIVE DAILY REMINDERS AND BRIEF 
MESSAGES ABOUT YOUR TRAFFIC SAFETY CAMPAIGN!  

 
 





Get Parents Involved: 

FREE On-line Graduated Drivers Licensing (GDL) Course for Parents 

 
In a recent statewide survey of parents of teens, only 6.4 percent of parents could 
accurately describe Graduated Drivers Licensing (GDL) laws. In response, the Colorado 
Teen Driving Alliance developed an exciting on-line training opportunity for parents to 
learn about GDL laws and how to help teach their teen safe driving habits. The three 
modules walk parents through navigating the licensing process, teaching their teens 
how to drive, and enforcing safe driving practices at home by using a parent/teen 
driving contract.  
 
Help us spread the word for parents to go to www.COTeenDriver.com and click on the 
Parent Graduated Driver's Licensing (GDL) Laws Online Course. You can use the post-
card sized handouts, available in this manual, to pass out at parent events or to send 
home with students. We can look at the number of parents that have completed the 
course by their zip code, so be sure to encourage parents to complete the surveys 
found within each module of the course! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check out the following page, which includes a handout to 

share with parents on how to access the on-line GDL Law course.  

 
 That page can be printed and cut into four separate handouts to encourage 

parents to take the on-line Graduated Drivers Licensing (GDL) Law course. 
 

 

http://www.coteendriver.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRAKING/STOPPING DISTANCES 



 
With the advent of better brakes, vehicle stopping distances have reduced somewhat over the years but it 
has to be remembered that, no matter how good the brakes and tires, the laws of physics don't change. 
  
The most important point for any driver to remember is that if you double your speed (say from 30 

to 60mph) your braking distance does not become twice as long, it becomes four times as far. 
  
Because there are differences between various vehicles, the following tables are for guidance only. The 
biggest factor in stopping distances is the speed at which a driver reacts to seeing the hazard in question. 
Under ordinary driving conditions, very few drivers indeed can get onto the brakes within half a second, 
and two-thirds of a second to a full second is more typical.2 
  
Most frighteningly, Australian research has shown that the very people we expect to have the fastest 
reactions -- young drivers -- are particularly prone to effectively 'freeze up' with fear, at the sight of an 
unexpected hazard ahead, and their reaction time can therefore exceed two seconds. 
  
Lastly, don't forget that when you read the 60-0mph figures in literature for new cars, the automaker is 
giving you only the braking distance, not the overall stopping distance. 

Stopping Distances for Dry Pavement/Road 1 
  

Speed 
Thinking 
Distance 2 

Braking 
Distance 

Overall 
Stopping Distance 

Comparisons 

20 mph 20 feet   20 feet   40 feet   

30 mph 30 feet   45 feet   75 feet Full  length of  tractor/semi-trailer or articulated wagon 

40 mph 40 feet   80 feet 120 feet   

50 mph 50 feet 125 feet 175 feet   

60 mph 60 feet 180 feet 240 feet   

70 mph 70 feet 245 feet 315 feet (USA = "Touchdown !") 

80 mph 80 feet 320 feet 400 feet About six semi-trailer or articulated wagon lengths 3 

(Copyright ©, Eddie Wren, and Drive and Stay Alive, Inc., 2003 onwards) 
  

Stopping Distances for Wet Pavement/Road 1 
  

Speed 
Thinking 
Distance 2 

Possible 

Braking 
Distance 

Overall Stopping 

Distance Can Be: 
Comparisons 

20 mph 20 feet   40 feet   60 feet   

30 mph 30 feet   90 feet 120 feet   

40 mph 40 feet 160 feet 200 feet   

50 mph 50 feet 250 feet 300 feet (USA = Touchdown !) 

60 mph 60 feet 360 feet 420 feet   

70 mph 70 feet 490 feet 560 feet   

80 mph 80 feet 640 feet 720 feet Almost two and a half American Football fields 3 

(Copyright ©, Eddie Wren, and Drive and Stay Alive, Inc., 2003 onwards) 
  
Remember - 1: When the road is icy or covered with compacted snow, or diesel fuel has been spilled 
(which is a particular risk near certain gas stations) the 'braking distance' for your vehicle can be as much 
as ten times further than for dry roads/pavement. 
 

http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/stopping-distances.htm#stop-dist_note2
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/stopping-distances.htm#stop-dist_note1
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/stopping-distances.htm#stop-dist_note2
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/stopping-distances.htm#stop-dist_note3
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/bios/Eddie_Wren.htm
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/stopping-distances.htm#stop-dist_note1
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/stopping-distances.htm#stop-dist_note2
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/stopping-distances.htm#stop-dist_note3
http://www.driveandstayalive.com/info%20section/bios/Eddie_Wren.htm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WHAT IS  

DISTRACTED DRIVING? 

Distracted driving is any activity that could divert a person's attention away from the 

primary task of driving. All distractions endanger driver, passenger, and bystander 

safety. These types of distractions include: 

 Texting 

 Using a cell phone or smartphone 

 Eating and drinking 

 Talking to passengers 

 Grooming 

 Reading, including maps 

 Using a navigation system 

 Watching a video 

 Adjusting a radio, CD player, or MP3 player 

But, because text messaging requires visual, manual, and cognitive attention from the 

driver, it is by far the most alarming distraction. 

The best way to end distracted driving is to educate all Americans about the danger it 

poses. On this page, you'll find facts and statistics that are powerfully persuasive. If you 

don't already think distracted driving is a safety problem, please take a moment to learn 

more. And, as with everything on Distraction.gov, please share these facts with others. 

Together, we can help save lives. 

Got questions? Visit our FAQ! Want even more information? Look at sample research 

reports. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.distraction.gov/content/get-the-facts/faq.html
http://www.distraction.gov/content/get-the-facts/research.html
http://www.distraction.gov/content/get-the-facts/research.html


Key Facts and Statistics  

 In 2011, 3,331 people were killed in crashes involving a distracted driver, 

compared to 3,267 in 2010. An additional, 387,000 people were injured in 

motor vehicle crashes involving a distracted driver, compared to 416,000 

injured in 2010. 

 10% of injury crashes in 2011 were reported as distraction-affected crashes. 

 As of December 2012, 171.3 billion text messages were sent in the US 

(includes PR, the Territories, and Guam) every month. (CTIA) 

 11% of all drivers under the age of 20 involved in fatal crashes were 

reported as distracted at the time of the crash. This age group has the 

largest proportion of drivers who were distracted. 

 For drivers 15-19 years old involved in fatal crashes, 21 percent of the 

distracted drivers were distracted by the use of cell phones (NHTSA) 

 At any given daylight moment across America, approximately 660,000 

drivers are using cell phones or manipulating electronic devices while 

driving, a number that has held steady since 2010. (NOPUS) 

 Engaging in visual-manual subtasks (such as reaching for a phone, dialing 

and texting) associated with the use of hand-held phones and other portable 

devices increased the risk of getting into a crash by three times. (VTTI) 

 Sending or receiving a text takes a driver's eyes from the road for an 

average of 4.6 seconds, the equivalent-at 55 mph-of driving the length of an 

entire football field, blind. (VTTI) 

 Headset cell phone use is not substantially safer than hand-held use. (VTTI) 

 A quarter of teens respond to a text message once or more every time they 

drive. 20 percent of teens and 10 percent of parents admit that they have 

extended, multi-message text conversations while driving. (UMTRI) 

http://www.ctia.org/advocacy/research/index.cfm/aid/10323
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811737.pdf
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811719.pdf
http://www.vtti.vt.edu/featured/052913-cellphone.html
http://www.distraction.gov/research/PDF-Files/Driver-Distraction-Commercial-Vehicle-Operations.pdf
http://www.distraction.gov/research/PDF-Files/Driver-Distraction-Commercial-Vehicle-Operations.pdf
http://www.umtri.umich.edu/news.php?id=3197


 

 

 

 

 

Sample Letters to Faculty to increase participation of more students: 
 
Dear (teacher’s name), 
 
Our school is participating in the annual DRIVE SMART High School Traffic Safety 
Challenge. This is a traffic safety education campaign that nearly all the local high 
schools are participating in. We have a chance to win money for our school if we 
complete the challenge, but more importantly, we hope to make more of our fellow 
students aware of being a safer and more responsible driver and passenger. The 
messages we get out during this campaign could possibly save a life. 
 

We would like to get as many students involved this year as possible. There are several 
contests that your classes could participate in and the winning students will be 
individually recognized at the award ceremony. We hope you will encourage your 
students to participate. 
 

The Art Poster Contest:  Poster no larger than 20” x 22”. The poster must 
include the words DRIVE SMART and have a distracted driving theme in the 
design. 
 

The Creative Writing Contest: Entries may include essays, poems, skits or 
plays, newsletter articles, etc. There is no length requirement. The entry must 
mention DRIVE SMART. 
 

Video Contests: There are three different video contests: 1) the McDivitt Law 
Firm 28-29 second television Public Service Announcement (PSA) contest;  
2) the DRIVE SMART COLORADO longer video contest; and 3) the Allstate 
Foundation Social Media Video Contest. All video contests should be geared to 
teen drivers. Students write, produce and edit the videos. See specific contest 
guidelines for all categories and rules.   
 

We hope your class will participate in our DRIVE SMART High School Traffic Safety 
Challenge!  Please contact us for more information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

(the organizers) 
 
 



TEEN ARTICLE: For student newspapers, school Web-site, etc. 

 

Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Distracted 
 

Who causes distractions? 
 
Your friends may be able to help you pass trigonometry and get over a failed relationship, but 
they could be risking your life when they’re in the car while you’re driving. 

 

Why they are distracting: 
 
When driving with other teens in your car, they can unintentionally encourage you to speed, 
show off and play loud music. Your friends and fellow passengers may cause an increase in 
risky driving behavior. While you’re driving with passengers, it’s easy to become preoccupied by 
talking, eating or using a cell phone and let driving become a minor focus in multitasking.  
 

What the consequences are: 
 
Although it may not seem like your friends are interfering with your driving abilities, teen crash 
rates increase with passengers especially when they are other teens. Two out of three teens 
that die as passengers are in vehicles with other teens. When there are multiple passengers, 
the crash risk is three to five times greater than when someone is driving alone. Then there is 
the fact that distracted drivers cause one in every six crashes. Teen drivers even rated having 
friends in the car as “extremely” distracting in a national survey. With motor vehicle crashes 
being the leading reason for teen deaths in the United States, any disruption could be one too 
many.  
 
You can also face an expensive ticket, starting at $75 per violation.  In Colorado, the law states 
that until you turn 18, you are not allowed passengers younger than 21 for the first six months 
of a restricted license, and then only one passenger up to the first year.  And when you are 
allowed passengers, you can only have one in the front seat and no more passengers than seat 
belts in the back. Also, the teen driver and all passengers must buckle up. 
 

How you can avoid distractions: 
 

 Think about your effect on the driver when you’re the passenger. 

 Think about the responsibility of the driver: You or your friends are holding everyone’s 
lives in their hands when behind the wheel. 

 Limit the number of passengers.  

 Remember: you rule when you’re in the driver’s seat. Create your own guidelines for 
your passengers. 

 Do not text or talk on your phone while driving: It’s against the law for drivers under 18! 

 Don’t eat or apply make-up while driving. 
 
For more information about Colorado’s laws for teen drivers, driving distractions and safe 
driving habits, visit www.coteendriver.com. To hear other teen testimonials about teen crashes 
and how to avoid becoming one of the statistics, visit: www.t-driver.com.  

 

http://www.t-driver.com/


TEEN ARTICLE: For student newspapers, school Web-site, etc. 

 

Power Down When You’re In The Driver’s Seat 
 
Did you know that cell phone use by drivers under age 18 is now illegal in Colorado? But 
regardless of whether it’s banned or not, texting or talking on the phone while driving is also 
risky business. Think about it this way: Driving is an entire mind and body experience that 
requires visual, manual and mental skills. When you’re distracted in your vehicle, usually more 
than one of these skills is compromised. For instance, if you answer a call on your phone, you 
take your eyes off the road to grab your cell (visual), then you take your hand off the wheel to 
press a button (manual), and finally you take your mind off the road to hold a conversation. 
 
Ideas for encouraging compliance: 

 Bad habits are easy to start and hard to break. Make a commitment to develop good 
habits from the start. 

 Power down your cell phone when you get in the car, or even before you get in the car, 
so you won’t be tempted to answer it. 

 Record an outgoing message for your voicemail stating that you may be driving at the 
moment so leave a message. 

 If you must answer your phone, pull over to a safe location and park before using your 
cell phone. 

 Don’t ride with anyone who isn’t putting your safety first. 

 Challenge your classmates to follow the same good behaviors; create bumper stickers 
with you own school slogan about “powering down.” 

 
Here’s why it’s important: 

 Driving while using a cell phone reduces the amount of brain activity associated with 
driving by 37 percent. (Carnegie Mellon)  

 80 percent of crashes are related to driver inattention. There are certain activities that 
may be more dangerous than talking on a cell phone. However, cell phone use occurs 
more frequently and for longer durations than other, riskier behaviors. (Virginia Tech 
100-car study for NHTSA) 

 Drivers that use handheld devices are four times as likely to get into crashes serious 
enough to injure themselves. (Insurance Institute for Highway Safety)  

 Nearly 6,000 people died in 2008 in crashes involving a distracted or inattentive driver, 
and more than half a million were injured. (NHTSA)  

 On any given day in 2008, more than 800,000 vehicles are driven by someone using a 
hand-held cell phone. (National Safety Council) 

 
A ticket for using your cell phone while driving will cost a minimum $59 fine for the first violation 
and $109 for a second offense. We all know there are better ways to spend your money. The 
call or text can wait. For more details, visit www.coteendriver.com. 

 

http://www.coteendriver.com/


MORNING ANNOUNCEMENT SUGGESTIONS from Buckle Up America 

 
 

 Today’s tip from Buckle Up America: How to meet more law enforcement 

officers. Since not wearing a safety belt is against the law, one easy way to get 
law enforcement officers to notice you is to drive around without wearing one.   

 

 Today’s tip from Buckle Up America: How to get to the hospital really fast. 
Don’t wear your safety belt, get in a crash, and take the ambulance.  Maybe 
you’ll even get to skip all the red lights on the way to the hospital or the morgue. 
If you don’t wear your safety belt, you double your chances of getting seriously 
injured - maybe even permanently disabled or disfigured. Safety belts can secure 
you and the people you like.   

 

 Today’s tip from Buckle Up America: How to get people killed. There are 
lots of ways to help people bite the dust. But one way that works really well for 
teens is this: don’t wear a safety belt. At no other time in your life will you be 
more likely to die or get seriously injured in the crash. Safety belts can secure 
you and the people you like. Not wearing safety belts is deadly. 

 

 Today’s tip from Buckle Up America: How to fly without a plane ticket or 

pilot’s license. Just don’t wear a safety belt and you can fly right out of the car 
in a crash. It’s a brief flight, although the landing isn’t all that great. Neither is the 
crippling injury or disfigurement you might get as a result. Safety belts can 
secure the people you like. Not wearing safety belts can hurt. 

 

 Today’s tip from Buckle Up America: How to get a new set of wheels. Not 
everyone dies in a serious car crash…some become permanently disabled.  
Some get new wheels - in a wheelchair.  Safety belts can secure you and the 
people you like. Not wearing safety belts can secure you in a different type of 
wheels. 

 

 Today’s tip from Buckle Up America: How to get a facial…for free. Just 
unbuckle your safety belt and you’re a lot more likely to be thrown from the car. 
You’ll be using the world’s most powerful facial scrub: pavement. For more 
extensive work, try a brick wall. Safety belts can secure you and the people you 
like. Not wearing safety belts can give you a whole new look. 

 

 Today’s tip from Buckle Up America: How to elude law enforcement. Some 
people probably like being pulled over by a law enforcement officer. But if you’re 
not one of them, you should remember that they can pull you over for not 
wearing a safety belt (especially if you are a driver under 18, or a passenger in a 
car being driven by someone under 18). So if you are all buckled up, there might 
not be a reason for a cop to pull you over. Safety belts can secure you and the 
people you like. Not wearing a safety belt can secure you a ticket. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 







 

 



A FRIENDLY REMINDER 

FROM DRIVE SMART AND AREA LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 

You were observed to be in violation of one or more statutes of the 

Colorado Graduated Driver’s Licensing Laws:  
 

 Colorado Graduated Driver’s Licensing Law requires that the 

driver must be in a safety belt and all passengers with drivers 

under 18 must wear a safety belt. No more than one passenger in 

the front seat and the number of passengers in the back seat 

must not exceed the number of safety belts. 
 

 Colorado law requires that any person under the age of 16 must 

wear a safety belt regardless of their position in the vehicle. 

 

 It is unlawful for any driver under the age of 18 to talk on a cell 

phone and it is illegal for anyone to text while driving. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    
  

A FRIENDLY REMINDER  

FROM DRIVE SMART AND AREA LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 

You were observed to be in violation of one or more statutes of the 

Colorado Graduated Driver’s Licensing Laws:  
 

 Colorado Graduated Driver’s Licensing Law requires that the 

driver must be in a safety belt and all passengers with drivers 

under 18 must wear a safety belt. No more than one passenger in 

the front seat and the number of passengers in the back seat 

must not exceed the number of safety belts. 
 

 Colorado law requires that any person under the age of 16 must 

wear a safety belt regardless of their position in the vehicle. 

 

 It is unlawful for any driver under the age of 18 to talk on a cell 

phone and it is illegal for anyone to text while driving. 



 

 
GENERAL STATISTICS  

AND 
USEFUL WEB-SITES AND 

ARTICLES 
 

Colorado’s Texting Law 
DUI in El Paso County 

Driving Fact Sheets 
Insurance Rates 

Safety Facts 
Useful Web Sites 

 

PLEASE USE ANY OF THIS INFORMATION TO 

CREATE SHORT SKITS OR PA ANNOUNCEMENTS TO 

GIVE DAILY REMINDERS AND BRIEF MESSAGES 

ABOUT YOUR CAMPAIGN AND TRAFFIC SAFETY! 
 



TALKING/TEXTING CELL BAN AS OF DECEMBER 1, 2009 

FOR ALL DRIVERS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD. 

(Drivers over 18, TEXT ban as of December 1, 2009) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Graduated Driver’s Licensing Law (GDL) and You. 

What Does It Mean? 
 

Laws for Drivers under Age 18: 
When can a teen get a learner’s permit? 
Minimum age 15, if enrolled in a state-approved driver’s education program. 

Minimum age 15 ½ after successfully completing a 4-hour driver awareness course. 

Minimum age 16 if none of the above. 

All new drivers under age 18 require a parent/legal guardian’s signed affidavit to obtain a learner’s permit. 

What does a teen under 18 with a learner’s permit need to do before applying 
for a driver’s license? 
Hold a learner’s permit for at least one year. 

50 logged hours of driving time with a responsible, licensed adult prior to obtaining a license. 10 of those 
   supervised hours must be nighttime driving. 

A teen under age 16 with a learner's permit may not drive with anyone except their driving instructor,  
   parent, or legal guardian. 

Teens age 16 and older with learners’ permits may drive with any licensed driver 21 years of age and  
   older. 

No cell phones while driving with a learners permit. 

What rules apply to licensed drivers under age 18? 
No passengers under age 21 until the driver holds a valid driver’s license for at least six months 
  (siblings and passengers with medical emergencies excepted). 

No more than one passenger under age 21 until the driver holds a valid driver’s license for at least 

  one year (siblings and passengers with medical emergencies excepted). 

No more than one passenger in the front seat of a vehicle driven by a person under age 18, and the 
   number of passengers in the back seat must not exceed the number of seat belts. All passengers with 
   drivers under eighteen must wear seatbelts. 

No driving between midnight and 5 a.m. until the driver holds a valid driver’s license for at least  

   one year, unless accompanied by a parent/legal guardian. Exceptions: 
o Driving to a school or school-authorized activity and the school does not provide transportation 

    (signed statement from school required). 
o Driving to/from work (signed statement from employer required). 

o Medical emergency 

o Driver is an emancipated minor 

No drinking and driving 
Obey all traffic Laws 
Carry proof of insurance 

 Everyone in the car with a licensed driver under 18 must be wearing a seat belt in all seating 

positions and there can only be two people in the front seat of a vehicle.  The number of 

passengers cannot exceed the number of available seat belts. 

 
For more information please check the following website:  www.coteendriver.com 

 

TALKING/TEXTING CELL BAN AS OF DECEMBER 1, 2009 

FOR ALL DRIVERS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD. 

(Drivers over 18, TEXT ban as of December 1, 2009) 
 

http://www.coteendriver.com/


IF YOU DRIVE ALCOHOL-IMPAIRED IN EL PASO COUNTY, 

HERE’S WHAT YOU RISK:
 

D.W.A.I. 

(Driving While Ability Impaired) 
 
If your blood alcohol content is .05 but 
less than .10, and you drive, you will be 
charged with D.W.A.I. 
 
First D.W.A.I. eight points will be 
assessed against your license.  A 
second D.W.A.I., you may lose your 
driver’s license for one year.

 

D.U.I. 

(Driving Under the Influence) 
 
If your blood alcohol content is .10 or 
above, and you drive, you will be 
charged with D.U.I. 
 
If convicted, you will lose your driver’s 
license for one year. 
 

 

Blood Alcohol .02-.05 if under 21, Class A Traffic Infraction 
(It is a class A traffic infraction for any person under 21 years of age to drive any vehicle in this state when the amount of alcohol, 
as shown by analysis of the person’s blood or breath, in such person’s blood is at least .02 but less than .05 grams of alcohol per 
one hundred milliliters of blood or at least .02 but less than .05 grams of alcohol per two hundred ten liters of breath at the time of 
driving or within two hours after driving.) 

Up to $100 fine 
License revoked 3 months 

 

CONSEQUENCES 

 
1. ATTORNEY FEES: 
 Retainer of up to $2,500 Trial 
 costs up to $150 per hour 
 (Retainer may be applied to   
 this) 
2. DWAI $100 - $500 

DUI $300 - $1,000 
3. 48-112 HOURS OF 
 COMMUNITY SERVICE 
4. COST OF ALCOHOL 
 TESTING

 
5. REQUIRED ATTENDANCE 
 AT A VICTIM’S IMPACT 
 PANEL 
6. COURT COSTS OF $25-$500 
7. PUBLIC SERVICE FEES OF 
 $60 
8. LEVEL II ALCOHOL 
 EDUCATION AND  THERAPY 
 $500 
9. ACTIVE JAIL (mandatory if 

second offense or BAC >.20 
 

 Potential loss of security clearance for military, Department of Defense, and defense 
contractor employees. 

 Refusal to take chemical test for alcohol or drugs is an automatic one-year 
suspension of driving privileges and the driver is not eligible for a probationary 
license. 

 When your driver’s license is reinstated, you must maintain proof of insurance with 
the state for 3 years. 

 Increased cost of High Risk Insurance (SR-22)
 

IN THE 4
TH

 JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 94.2 PERCENT OF ALL 

ALCOHOL-RELATED CHARGES RESULT IN CONVICTION! 

 

 



IF YOU INJURE OR KILL SOMEONE WHILE YOU ARE DRIVING 

ALCOHOL-IMPAIRED,  

HERE’S WHAT YOU RISK IN EL PASO COUNTY:

 

VEHICULAR ASSAULT 

 
You may be charged with this if you 
drive alcohol-impaired and injure 
someone: 
 

This is a Class 5 felony, punishable by: 
 

1. 1-3 years in prison 

2. Possibly up to 8 years in 

 prison if there are aggravating 

 circumstances (children in the 

 car with you, previous drunk 

 driving charges, obvious 

 disregard for the safety of 

 others, etc.) 

3. A fine of $1,000 - $100,000 

4. Restitution for damages 

 caused 

5. You may also be sued in civil 

 court for wrongful injury

 

VEHICULAR HOMICIDE 

 
You may be charged with this if you 
drive alcohol-impaired and kill someone. 
 
This is a Class 4 felony, punishable by: 

 
1. 2-6 years in prison 

2. Possibly up to 16 years in 

 prison if there are aggravating 

 circumstances 

3. A fine of $2,000-$500,000 

4. Restitution of damages caused 

5. You may also be sued in civil 

 court  for wrongful death 

 

 

 

 IF YOU DRIVE INTOXICATED OR IMPAIRED, AND YOU INJURE OR 

KILL SOMEONE, YOU MAY BE CHARGED WITH VEHICULAR 

ASSAULT OR VEHICULAR HOMICIDE EVEN IF THE OTHER 

DRIVER’S ACTIONS CONTRIBUTED TO THE CRASH. 

 

 THE POSSIBILITY OF A D.W.A.I./D.U.I CHARGE BECOMING 

VEHICULAR HOMICIDE IS OFTEN A MATTER OF INCHES OR 

SECONDS. 

 

PREVENTION STRATEGIES 
 IF YOU DRINK…DON’T DRIVE 

 
 CALL A CAB OR GET A RIDE WITH SOMEONE WHO HAS NOT 

BEEN DRINKING 
 

 IF YOU SEE ALCOHOL-IMPAIRED FRIENDS ATTEMPTING TO 
DRIVE…PLEASE, DON’T LET THEM 
 

 DON’T LET YOURSELF OR YOUR LOVED ONES RISK THESE 
CONSEQUENCES 



DRIVING FACT SHEET 
 

 The probability of being involved in a motor vehicle crash during a 75-year 
lifetime is approximately 84 percent.   
 

 Unrestrained passenger-car occupants are three times more likely to require 
hospitalization than occupants who wore safety belts.   

 

 On a national basis, each 10 percent increase in safety-belt use results in 30,000 
less serious and moderate injuries and a saving of well over $800 million in direct 
costs to society.   

 

 Traffic crashes rank as the No. 1 killer of Americans ages 5-34.   
 

 In terms of years of life lost to Americans (based on life expectancy data), 
injuries as a result of motor-vehicle crashes exceed cancer by 1.1 million years 
and top heart disease and strokes by 900,000 years.   

 

 Of motor vehicle related deaths, 86 percent occurs during normal weather 
conditions.   

 

 Less than one half of 1 percent of all injury-producing, passenger-car collisions 
involve fire or submersion.   

 

 Safety belts reduce the likelihood of fatal or serious injuries by 40 to 55 percent.   
 

 Drivers thrown from their cars are 4 times more likely to be killed than if they 
stayed in their vehicle. The risk of death is about 2 ½ times as great for ejected 
front-seat passengers.   

 

 Of the total passenger-car fatalities, 90 percent occur in the front seat.   
 

 Three out of every four traffic crashes happen within 25 miles of the home.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MORE FACTS FROM IMPACT TEEN DRIVERS 

 Teen driver crashes are the leading cause of death for our nation’s youth. The 

overwhelming majority of these crashes are caused by inexperience or 

distractions, not "thrill-seeking" or deliberate risk-taking. 

 In the National Young Driver Survey, 20 percent of 11th grade drivers reported at 

least one crash over the past year, including 5 percent who experienced two or 

more crashes. (Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 2007) 

 In 2009, 3,242 teens ages 15-19 lost their lives in crashes. (Centers for Disease 

Control, 2009) 

 Crashes are more common among young drivers than any other age group. In 

the United States, 1 in 4 crash fatalities involve someone 16 to 24 years old, 

nearly twice as high as other age groups. (Children's Hospital of Philadelphia) 

 The fatality rate for drivers ages 16 to 19, based on miles driven, is three times 

higher than for drivers ages 20 to 69. (Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 

2010). 

 The crash fatality rate (crash fatalities/100,000 population) is highest for 16- to 

17-year-olds within the first six months after licensure - and remains high through 

age 24. (Archives of Accident Analysis and Prevention, 2003). 

 60% of teenage passenger deaths in 2009 occurred in vehicles driven by other 

teens. (Insurance Institute of Highway Safety, 2009) 

 Child passengers (under age 16) driven by teenagers (ages 16 to 19) have three 

times the risk of injury in a crash than children driven by adults. Overall, 9 

percent of child fatalities occur with a driver under age 19. (Insurance Institute of 

Highway Safety) 

 Older child passengers, ages 12 to 17, are more likely to die in a car crash than 

younger children. This risk increases with each teenage year. The top three 

predictors for fatality are non-use of restraints, teen drivers and roads with speed 

limits of 45 mph or higher. (Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 

March 2008) 

    

 

 

 

 



HOW FAST CAN YOU DIE? 
 

A vehicle traveling at 55 miles per hour crashes into a solid immovable object. 
 1/10th of a second elapses. 
The front bumper and chrome of the grill collapses, pieces of the chrome and grillwork 
penetrate the object that was hit to a depth of 1-1/2 inches. 
 

At 2/10ths of a second after impact the hood rises, crumples and smashes into the 
windshield.  Your rear wheels continue to spin at 55 mph, and leave the ground.  The 
front fenders come into contact with the object you hit, forcing the rear vehicle's parts 
out over the front doors. The driver of the vehicle continues to travel at 55 mph, in a 
forward motion. At 20 times the normal force of gravity, the body now weighs 300 lbs.  
His legs now snap at the kneecaps due to the force put on them. 
 

At 3/10ths of a second after impact the driver's body is still being thrust forward at 
incredible speed and force. The broken knees are pressed up against the dashboard 
and the plastic steering wheel is beginning to bend under the death grip.  The head is 
now close to the shattering windshield and his chest is pushing the steering column. 
 

At 4/10ths of a second after impact the car's front 24 inches have been demolished, 
and the rear end is still traveling at approximately 35 mph. The driver's body is still 
traveling at 55 mph. The half-ton motor block meets the object that was struck. 
 

At 5/10ths of a second after impact the steering wheel bends under the force of the 
driver's hands and moves forward into an almost vertical position. The force of gravity 
impales the driver on the steering shaft, the driver unable to defend himself from the 
onslaught of jagged dirty metal tearing into his flesh. Blood starts to fill his lungs. 
 

At 6/10ths of a second the driver's feet are ripped out of his shoes as the brake pedal 
shears off at the base. The car chassis continues to bend at the middle and move 
forward. The driver's head is now into the windshield, cutting, tearing, and searing pain.  
The car settles with its wheels still spinning, forcing the vehicle still out of shape. 
 

At 7/10ths of a second, the seat rams forward with the force of all the rear and behind 
it, forcing the driver against the cruel steel of the steering shaft, blood leaps from his 
mouth, his heart froze with shock. HE IS NOW DEAD! 
 

Total time elapsed…seven tenths of a second, less than the time required to take a 
breath of life. 
 

Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for people under the age of 30. 60% of 
the fatalities involving motor vehicles could be prevented by the use of seat belts. This 
percentage translates into a least 17,000 lives a year. That's a brother, a sister, a 
mother, a father or a close friend. 
 

According to the Colorado State Patrol, 96% of the fatalities in Colorado were not 
wearing seat belts at the time of the crash. And a study conducted at the University of 
Colorado Medical School, found that the unbuckled occupant of a vehicle involved in a 
crash, is five times more likely to die in the crash and three times more likely to be 
seriously injured. It only takes a few seconds to buckle your seat belt, and less than 
seven tenths of a second to snuff out a life. Please wear your safety belt at all time and 
encourage others to do the same.                                                                  Michael Herst 



 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
       
    

Gender  No Violations One Violation One Accident One Violation and 
One Accident 

Male $654 $732 $758 $850 

Female $544 $608 $630 $706 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Gender No Violations One Violation One Accident One Violation and 
One Accident 

Male $1635 $1830 $1895 $2125 

Female $1350 $1520 $1575 $1765 

 
   

 

 

 

NOTE: These are samples rates only and rates may vary. 
 

 

 

 

  

       

    

 

AVERAGE ANNUAL RATES FOR A 17 YEAR OLD MALE AND FEMALE DRIVER IN EL PASO COUNTY, CO 
Assumes liability only on a 2000 or newer 4-6 cylinder coupe or sedan 

 

Vehicle rated for a young driver and added to a parent’s policy with 2 or more vehicles 

Vehicle rated on a policy in the name of the young driver with only one car 



TEENAGE DRINKING AND DRIVING 
TRUE OR FALSE? 

 

 1. Some people drive better after a few drinks. 

False  Alcohol may increase confidence and decrease judgment and self-

criticism. The driver may feel as if his performance has improved when in 

reality it has declined. 
 

 2. Alcohol increases your attraction to the opposite sex and your sexual ability. 

False  Contrary to popular belief, the more you drink, the less your sexual 

ability. Alcohol may increase your confidence but it does not improve 

your appearance or intelligence. 

 
 3. Alcohol kills 6.5 times more young people every year than all other illicit drugs 

combined. 

True Statistic from the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation, Ted 

Miller, PhD. 
 

 4. Alcohol affects adults and teens in the same way. 

False Not only is the immediate impact more severe with younger drinkers, 

alcohol has detrimental long-term effects on a body still in a growth 

stage. 

 
 5. Drinking on an empty stomach will get you drunk faster. 

True Food slows the absorption of alcohol from the stomach into the blood. 
 

 6. Alcohol is the second greatest cause of death among youth between the 
ages of 16 and 24. 

False Alcohol is the leading cause of death in this age group. 
 

 7. Aspirin, black coffee, cold showers and exercise will help to sober you up. 

False Aspirin may help your hangover but it won’t help sober you up. Black 

coffee will only make you a wide-awake drunk. Cold showers will only 

make you a wet drunk. Exercise will only make you a tired, sweaty drunk. 

 
 8. Drinking a variety of different alcoholic beverages gets you drunker. 

False Ethyl alcohol is the ingredient that impairs you. It is in all alcoholic 

drinks. 
 

 9. Last year in Colorado there were close to 3,000 DUIs among drivers under age 
21. 

False There were 3,853 drivers under age 21 revoked for B.A.C. at or above .10.  

There were 1,472 drivers revoked for a B.A.C. above .02 but below .01. 

 
 10. It takes an adolescent two years to become an alcoholic. 

False An adolescent can become an alcoholic in 6 to 18 months. 
 

 11. Alcohol peps you up. 

False Alcohol is a depressant. It slows bodily functions, in particular the 

central nervous system. 

 

 



 12. If you are convicted of DUI or DWAI and are under 21, you will lose 
your driver’s license for three months. 

False Your driving privileges will be revoked for one year! 

 
 13. Alcohol use at an early age can cause loss of memory and learning capacity. 

True Alcohol makes learning more difficult and can cause memory loss. The 

brain does not finish developing until a person is around 20 years old. 

 
 14. You will lose your driver’s license if you are convicted of buying or possessing 

alcohol. 

True Even though you were not driving, you will lose your driving privilege 

if convicted. 

 
 15. A person must drink every day to become an alcoholic. 

False There are many forms of alcoholism. Binge drinking on weekends is one. 

 
 

 16. If you are not stumbling, you are not too impaired to drive. 

False One half ounce of pure alcohol, or one drink, may cause 

significant impairment. “Buzzed” driving is drunk driving! 

 
 17. If you only drink beer, you cannot be an alcoholic. 

False The same drug, ethyl alcohol, is the addictive ingredient in all alcoholic 

drinks. 

 
 18. Alcohol use by a young driver is a contributing factor in approximately 15% of 

fatal crashes. 

False Alcohol is a factor in 31% of fatal crashes. 
 

 19. You have the right to speak to an attorney before you take a breath, blood or 
urine test. 

False When you drive in Colorado, you have already expressly consented 

to submit to a test. You do not have the right to speak to an attorney first. 
 

 20. A DUI or DWAI will be removed from your driving record when you turn age 21. 

False  These records are not purged. Alcohol offenses can hurt you forever.  
 

 21. In Colorado, you may be considered to be “driving” or “in control” of a motor 
vehicle even if the vehicle is parked. 

True  Case law has established that if the individual is in the driver’s seat and 

the keys are in the ignition, that person is “driving.” 
 

 22. It will cost you $8,866.00 on average if you are busted for drinking and driving. 

False This estimate was correct several years ago. NOW IT WOULD COST 

EVEN MORE!!! 
 
    
 



DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Alcohol/Drug Issues: 
 

 If you are under 21, drink and drive and have a blood alcohol content above .02 but below .08, your 
driving privileges may be revoked for three months. If your blood alcohol content is below .05, you 
may request a probationary (red) license after a month without driving.  

 If you are under 21, drink and drive and have a blood alcohol content at or above .08, your driving 

privileges may be revoked for three months. No driving privileges are allowed during this time (no 
red license).  

 

 Regardless of your age, if you drink and drive, but refuse to submit to a chemical test, your driving 

privileges may be revoked for a year. No driving privileges are allowed during this time (no red 
license).   

 

 If the court convicts you of driving under the influence (DUI) or driving while ability impaired (DWAI) 

and you are under 21, your driving privileges will be revoked for a year. No driving privileges are 
allowed during that year. 

 

 If you are convicted of buying or possession alcohol while under 21, you will lose your driving 
privileges EVEN THOUGH YOU WERE NOT DRIVING WHEN THE VIOLATION OCCURRED! You 
will be revoked three months for the first offense (but can reinstate after 24 hours of community 
service if ordered by the court), six months for the second offense, and a year for the third offense. 

You cannot have a probationary license during this revocation. 
 

 If you are convicted of a drug misdemeanor or felony charge, you will lose your driving privileges 
EVEN THOUGH YOU WERE NOT DRIVING WHEN THE VIOLATION OCCURRED! You will be 
revoked three months for the first offense, and a year for any subsequent offense. You may request 
consideration for a probationary license after you have been under suspension for a month. Note that 
a deferred sentence counts as a conviction for drug charges. 

 
 

Other License Considerations: 
 

 When you are under 18, you may accumulate no more than 5 points in any 12 consecutive months, 

and no more than 6 points before you turn 18. If you accumulate too many points, your license will 

be suspended.  

 A point suspension can be for as long as a year. You may or may not be granted any driving 
privileges (a red license).   

 Points can be placed on your record, and you can be suspended, EVEN IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A 
LICENSE YET. 

 Points can be “used” for at least 2 years from the date of violation, and may be used more than 

once. They are not removed from your record when you turn 18, or when you have a point 
suspension. 

 If you have a citation or a restraint of some sort on your driving history, it will stay on your public record 

for seven years. Your record is not purged when you become an adult. 
 
 



THE THREE COLLISIONS OF A CAR CRASH 

 
THE CAR’S COLLISION:  This first collision is known as the car’s collision. This 

collision causes the car to buckle and bend as it hits something and comes to an abrupt 
stop. This occurs in approximately 1/10 of a second. The crushing of the front end 
absorbs some of the force of the crash and cushions the rest of the car. As a result, the 
passenger compartment comes to a more gradual stop than the front of the car. 
 

THE HUMAN COLLISION:  The second collision occurs as the car’s occupants hit 

some part of the vehicle. At the moment of impact unbelted occupants are still traveling 
at the vehicle’s original speed.  Just after the vehicle comes to a complete stop, these 
unbelted occupants will slam into the steering wheel or the windshield or some other 
part of the vehicle interior. This is the human collision.  Another form of human collision 
is the person-to-person impact. Many serious injuries are caused by unbelted 
occupants colliding with each other. In a crash, occupants tend to move toward the 
point of impact, not away from it. People in the front seat are often struck by unbelted 
rear-seat passengers who have become high-speed projectiles. 
 

THE INTERNAL COLLISION:  Even after the occupant’s body comes to a 

complete stop, the internal organs are still moving forward.  Suddenly, these organs hit 
other organs or the skeletal system. This third collision is the internal collision and often 
causes serious or fatal injuries. 
 

SO, WHY SAFETY BELTS?: During a crash, properly fastened safety belts 

distribute the forces of rapid deceleration over larger and stronger parts of your body 
such as the chest, hips and shoulders. The safety belt stretches slightly to slow your 
body down and to increase its stopping distance. The difference between the belted 
person’s stopping distance and the unbelted person’s stopping distance is significant. It 
is often the difference between life and death. Any questions?     
 

(Excerpts from SUDDEN IMPACT, NHTSA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Benefits of Occupant Protection 

 
Given the following realities, it is hard to understand why anyone would not Buckle Up: 

 

 On the average, every one of us can expect to be in a motor vehicle crash 

once every fifteen years. 
 

 Some people wear safety belts on long trips at freeway speeds, but do not 

bother with them close to home. However, studies show that 84% of crashes 

happen within 25 miles of home, and 80% of serious injuries and deaths 

occur in cars traveling 40 m.p.h. or less. 

 

 Few people realize that even at low speeds the force of impact on a driver and 
passengers is brutal. In a car crash at 30 m.p.h., for example, the car stops in 
one-tenth-of a second. But unbelted occupants continue to travel forward at 30 
m.p.h. until they strike some part of the car’s interior, perhaps the steering wheel 

or the dashboard. They then stop - with the same force as if they had 

jumped off a three story-building headfirst. It is impossible to brace against 
that kind of impact. 

 

 Many people believe that it is safer to be ejected from a car or that safety belts 

will trap them in a burning or sinking car. The fact is that an occupant is four 

times more likely to be fatally injured when thrown from the car than when 

held inside the car protected by a safety belt. Fire or submersion occurs in 
less than one-half of 1 percent of motor vehicle crashes. In the unlikely event 
that either would occur, occupants are far more likely to remain conscious and 
able to free themselves if they are belted. 

 

 Since many people can move around freely when their safety belts are fastened, 

they believe that the belts will not protect them in a crash. However, current 

safety belts are designed with a reel device that locks the belt in place in 

case of severe braking or sudden impact. That same device permits free 
movement and comfort during normal driving conditions. 

 

 Many people have simply never gotten into the habit of wearing safety belts. As 
children and young adults they never learned to buckle up whenever they got 
into a car. As adults they have not yet been convinced of the substantial, 
increased protection that safety belts provide them and their passengers. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

INTERNET RESOURCES 

 
DRIVE SMART COLORADO 
www.drivesmartcolorado.com  
 
DRIVE SMART COLORADO Facebook Page (Please “LIKE” Us) 
https://www.facebook.com/DriveSmartColorado?ref=hl  
 
Colorado Teen Drivers 
www.COTEENDRIVER.COM 
 
State Farm Celebrate My Drive  
http://teendriving.statefarm.com/  
 
The Allstate Foundation - Teen Safe Driving 
http://www.allstatefoundation.org/teen_safe_driving.html  
 
teenSMART/Allstate Insurance 
http://www.teensmartdriving.com/  
 
What Do You Consider Lethal 
www.whatdoyouconsiderlethal.com  
 
Impact Teen Drivers (California Casualty) 
www.impactteendrivers.org or 
http://impactteendrivers.org/resources/lesson-plans/impact-your-school  
 
AAA Colorado 
http://teendriving.aaa.com/CO/  
 
Rocky Mountain Insurance Information Association 
www.rmiia.org 
 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (DISTRACTION.GOV) 
http://www.distraction.gov/  
 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
www.iihs.org 
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http://www.impactteendrivers.org/
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